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New Explosive.--STobel has invented an explosive which is still 
stronger than dynamite. From its resemblance to calf's foot jelly 
he calls it jelly powder. It is one great defect of dynamite that 
when it is damp the nitro-glycerine separates from the absorbing 
earth. The jelly powder, which consists of 94 or 95 per cent. of 
nitro-glycerine, and 5 or 6 per cent. collodion cotton, is so mixed as 
to assume a gelatinous form, which is tough, but can be easily cut 
with knives or shears, and applied to cartridges or balls. It is 
water-proof, acts in the same way as dynamite, but is at least 50 per 
cent. stronger.--2~orts, der Zeit. C. 

61ass from Sing.--The manufacture of glass from furnace slag 
has been brought to such perfection in England that the slag is 
taken directly from the furnace stack, so as to avoid the expense of 
re-melting, and reduce the cost of manufacture to the mere wages of 
the blowers and pressers.--t'orts, der Zeit. C. 

Death of Monsieur Lamy,--:The death of M. Lamy, Professor 
in the Parisian Central School of Arts and Manufactures, and former 
Professor in the Faculty of Sciences at Lille, is announced by Lea 
Mondes. After Crookes had discovered the green spectral ray, 
which is characteristic of thallium, and had shown that it belonged 
to none of the elements which were then known, Lamy was the first 
who succeeded in extracting the metal and describing its most im- 
portant properties. C. 

Solar Radiation.--M. J. Violle recommends the employment of 
a series of successive measurements, in the course of the same day, 
for determining the calorific intensity of solar radiations, and the 
loss of heat which the sun's rays experience in traversing our 
atmosphere. In 1875 he conducted a series of experiments on the 
summit of Mont Blanc, according to Pouillet's method of simulta- 
neous observations at different heights, and in 1877 he made obser- 
vations at Laghouat, in Algeria, according to his new method~ at an 
altitude of 750 metres ; and at Tagrait at an altitude of 993 metres. 
Hisresults show the advantage of mountain observations, and he 
proposes a series of observations in order to determine more exactly 
the action of different agents of calorific absorption in the air. He 
considered the Algerian stations as peculiarly favorable on account 
of the uniformity of meteorological conditions, the air being very 
dry, and containing nearly the same quantity of vapor at every hour 
of the day.--Comptes .Rendus. C. 


